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Presidentdos Letter topographical prints created before 1860,
You may have seen a recent news story from Historic Eng- all available at the click of a lirfRictures
land about an addition to their air photograph collections.  in Print
The images in the Portleven Collection were taken in the . .
. . In previous editions of the Newsletter, |

1930s by Arthur Hobart, who hung over the sides of biplane .

. . o have mentioned our plans to make the
cockpits to capture towns, landmarks, and industrial sites. As

. ) ) AASDNGs publicati ongX 2 "Jac c
with all these collections, coverage is by no means compre- . N s
The Uni ver r.a

; . ~ si.ty Li,b 58~
hensive; many of HObartOSAfchal'(%llhcttiosnst%aFnha%'mgdatheeegtirefrom~croydo
Aerodrome, also known as 0 Truneo Tgalnsgic ionsoahdtthe?)urham /g\rghae%kr)1 icacf.]m'f'rneal
didndt vent ur e -Bastcahdthe Rartlevert h ﬁ g

. . o ) (BAJ) egc{eptt for the most recent editions, which are cur-
pictures only depict a handful of sites in our area. These in- : . . .
rently available_ only to subscribers) accessible online. You can
smi t Q K shi r,ds

clude i mages of work wunder wa t 0 C a
the Tyne at North Shields and at South Bank on the Tees. f|nc}/theal'ransact|ons of the iAS ; Which span th% gerlod

from 1862 to 1982, hereTransactionsand the DAJ is availa-
Although this is a minor addition to the Historic England col- ble here:Durham Archaeological Journal

lection, it serves as a reminder of the wealth of material avaiLT‘here is still work to be done to make articles available as

able online for free. Air photo collections intended for non . . . .
_ P . ) individual PDFs and to enable searching of the collection of
archaeological purposes can be very helpful if you are inter-. . L .
. _ . journals. We are in a position to fund this work thanks to a
ested in the development and earlier forms of familiar land-

. . . generous bequest to the Society. This came from someone
scapes, or if you are simply curious about how places used t . } .
. : whom many members will remember: Roger Norris, a long
look. If you have access to the internet, this treasure trove

. . : . . time member and past president of AASDN, who died in
(or, depending on your point of view, this opportunity for

. o . . . December 2021. Roger was a Cathedral and University Li-
endless, tim&onsuming journeys down rabbit holes) is avail- . S .
o . brarian, historian, author, and a kind, knowledgeable, and
able at Historic England Aerial Photos

generous man. We are very grateful for his gift to the Socie-
The collection of old Ordnance Survey maps available ty, which he supported for many years.
through the National Library of Scotland Bfational Library : .

. . . Richard Annis
of Scotland Mapis equally aC.CESSIb|e, free, and fascmatllng. IN president | Architectural & Archaeological Society of Durham and
County Durham, we are particularly fortunate to have Pic- Northumberland(AASDN, aka Arch & Arch)
tures in Print, a vast online collection of printed maps and

2023 AASDN Research

Award Update fi Discovering
More About River Crossings at
Shincliffe

Low river levels during the latter
part of summer enabled us to carry
out the diving part of this project,
assisted by half a dozen stalwarts
from Shincliffe Local History Society 2
helping to plodge, haul, record, andg
photograph finds. Currently, we are . .
awaiting the dating of the recoverec Ten pieces of stone of varying

. . shapes, dressing styles, and sizes
timber samples and dressed stones.. st t ; : P 9 sy
as well as the groungenetrating 53*.«#}‘ : : S S have been recovered and recorded.

radar (GPR) survey, which has bee»? One piece has a masgn's mark. The

delayed by equipment repairs. - Cathedral Archae_ologlst and_ the
Head of Works will be examining

the photographs shortly and

hopefully will be able to provide an

opinion regarding rough dates, etc.

Some stone from the last bridge was

recovered, but only one large briek
shaped piece of oak (26 cm x 12 cm
X 7 cm) has been assessed as being
dateable. The result is delayed due
to the need to slowdry the sample.
Efforts to find documentary
evidence of the location of the
temporary wooden bridge (c. 1824)
to link it with these timbers have
drawn a blank.

Gary Bankhead's assessment is the
at least 60% of the timber
assemblage has vanished since it |
was first recorded in 2008. One

promising timber disappeared in th
space of 18 days between dives!
Four samples of the timbers were

reclaimed during demolition because
a record has been found of it being
reused to build an oven in the

The Society websitevww.aasdn.org.uk

RegisteredharityNumber227397

email archandarch.dandn@gmail.com
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At an early stage in removing the mortar, a series of voids
began to appear. Upon closer examination, these voids were
found to relate to a sequence of paired post holes that
partially overlapped, indicating they predated the chapel
foundation. The voids were created as the timber partially
rotted where it had dried out. However, most of the post
holes still retained posts, either entirely or in part, with the
outer, wider posts averaging 60 to 65 cm in diameter. A
sample post, when cored, was found to reach an impressive
depth of 1.5 metres. The post holes formed one quadrant of

Fohoml  the stern end of a bowsided building, likely of considerable
size and possibly two storeys tall .

prison in which to burn verminous clothing! Why these
dressed stones have collected in thisn@ter-deep hole
awaits an explanation. Hopefully, the GPR survey of the
riverbed may help to show how accretions of material from
the old bridges and a late 19ttentury water main affected
the bed over the years.

Towan Hancock
Member | AASDN & Shincliffe Local History Society

2024 AASDN Research Award

Are you doing research in the North East of England (Dur
Northumberland, or Tyne and Wear) and aipaitember of
the Society?so, put in a bid for the Society's annual resea
award (A500 maxi mum) . Thails
December 2024but apply anytime. Cons lication
guidelinegor more details or emailennywith any questions

Research Project on Archaeological History of
Raby Estates

Brett Ostrum, a PhD student at Durham University, is under-
taking a work placement research project with Julie Bid-
dlecombeBrown, Curator at Raby Estates, on the archaeo-
logical history of the current and former Raby land holdings.
The project is collating information on known archaeological

sites and features, modern and antiquarian archaeological 1he AngleSaxon Chronicle from the 960s recounts a miracle

excavations, and details about stray finds discovered both o St Dunstan, in which a twetorey timber hall at Calne in
estate grounds and in nearby areas to increase our under- Wiltshire partially collapses during a feast, leaving St Dunstan

standing of life in the past within areas currently under estateSUSPended in midir yet unharmed. This building lies on a
stewardship. completely different alignment from the later medieval

structures above it and rests on a mortar raft, likely intended
The project seeks to include local knowledge of archaeologi+oy flood prevention, of a different composition than the later
cal sites, finds, and excavations that may never have made ifegieval material. A dense arrangement of post holes in one
into published sources and would welcome any research sugsgrner suggests an internal lobby, and a small section of
gestions or leads from Arch & Arch members, particularly timber-planked floor was preserved in the later mortar,
regarding the archaeology of Teesdale. Please contact Brettshowing what appear to be the ghost marks of a pair of chair

at brett.c.ostrum@durham.ac.ukith any information or legs. A reconstructed timber hall of similar dimensions may

research recommendations. Thank you! be seen at the Danish Vikifgriod site of Fyrkat.

An Early Medieval Timber Hall at Hornby? A further trench has been opened a short distance away,

After recording of the robbed foundations of the 12th YV' t h_' n what should be the hal
information.

century chapel apse, it was decided to investigate what lay Erik Matthews
. . ) - i W
bepeath the extensive remains of ot.her anqllary bglldlngs, Fieldwork | AASDN
which rested on a mortar raft on their exterior. During
excavation of the foundations, two residual sherds of a pre
Conquest Pingsdorf ware jar from Northern Germany had ~ Major Excursion: South West Wales, 5 -11 June

been recovered, suggesting the possibility of@mnquest  1hs year's major excursion focused on Carmarthenshire and
occupation. Pembrokeshire, featuring a weédng stay at the new Ty

2024 Excursions
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Celtic hotel located on the quayside at Milford Haven.

Transport was

provided

by

over Barnard Castle Coaches following the retirement of

around 12,000 years ago during the Palaeolithic period, con-

Stim@ng idtermitteatly orimarsy millenrda,thereefiar, m¢cludibgo o k

in the early postRoman period.

owner Wayne Taylor in 2022. The principal stop during the
nine-hour outward journey on June 5th was Croome Court,
a mid18th-century neePalladian mansion near Uptopon

The original castle had earthwork ramparts and timber walls,
taken over by Henry | in 1102 after crushing a revolt by the
Montgomery family. Henry also founded the town of Pem-

Severn in South Worcestershire. The landscaped grounds . :
broke, encouraging colonists from Somer ete, Igevo.n, and t he

were Capability Brown8s fir V%E’:lt is rr'11o%vJBec:)lgrium Porsecftlje.?n(iiSQ, the renoven'edtsgldier

ney's length, we. arrived at the hotel only fifteen minutes IaterWilliam Marshal took control of the castle and initiated a
than the target time.

reconstruction in stone, beginning with the cylindrical tower
The natural harbour of Milford Haven has served as a safe or keep, regarded as the largest and finest example of its type
port and was exploited for several military operations in Britain. The outer ward received stone defences in the mid
throughout the second millennium. Notable campaigns from -1200s, and the town walls were built in the early 1300s, with
the Haven included Henry IlI's invasion of Ireland in 1171 andmany original medieval burgage plots surviving today.
Cromwell's operations in 1649. In 1485, the future Henry VII . o . . .
. S . ridayds itinerary included
landed close to his birthplace in Mill Bay before marching on : .
. . . ated as a medieval castle almost 700 years ago before being
to England. The modern town was laid out in a grid pattern OF . .
. N . Y ransformed into a sumptuous home in the ri8th century.
streets in 1790 by Sir William Hamilton, initially intended as a ; . . o
. : _The exterior still resembles a formidable fortress with im-
whaling centre, later becoming a Royal Navy dockyard until pressive towers and arrow slits, while the interior boasts a
1814. After the dockyard's transfer to Pembroke, Milford '

) . comfortable stately home filled with works of art and an-
Haven developed into a commercial dock, and by the 1960s, . . o
. ) L . . tiques collected over centuries. Built in 1280 at the behest of
following the construction of an Esso oil refinery, it transi-

Sir John de Wogan, the castle and its estates passed to the
rwann family in the 15th century. In 1491, Joan Dwnn married

a

had become the fourth largest in the United Kingdom in
terms of tonnage, continuing its crucial role in the country's
energy sector with several oil refineries and one of the big-
gest Liquid Natural Gas terminals globally.

Thursday was dedicated entirely to a visit to Pembrokeand L u n ¢ h

Sir Thomas Phillips of Cilsant in Carmarthenshire, and the
castle remained in the Phillips family until 1987, when the
family ceased living there and created the Picton Castle Trust,
gifting the property and its gardens to the people of Wales.
was enjoyed at the cast

its magnificent castle at the mouth of the River Cleddau. A highquality fare.
walking tour of the town, led by our guide Griff Harries,
t he

whetted

In the Wogan cave beneath Pembrok
castle

groupos

side inn, The Water-
mands Ar ms.
noon featured a guided
tour of Pembroke Cas-
tle, founded by Nor-
man baron Roger de
Montgomery in 1093
after he defeated and
killed the Welsh king
Rhys ap Tewdwr. The
castle, standing on a
rocky limestone head-
land surrounded by
water, served as the
seat of the powerful
Earls of Pembroke and
was the birthplace of
King Henry VII of Eng-
land. As a good defen-
sive position, it may
have been the site of an
Iron Age fort, and the
cliff below is pierced by
a deep cavern known
as the Wogan. Arte-
facts indicate that this

e

cavern was occupied

appetit

Approaching St David's Cathedral.

I n the afternoon, the group t
impressive coastal scenery along the way. Saint David, or
Dewi Sant, was born in the year 500 to St Non and a prince

of Ceredigion. Legend states that Non gave birth to him on a
cliff during a violent storm. The present cathedral stands on
the site of the monastery he founded in the inhospitable area
known as 'Glyn Rhosyn.' David and his followers lived a sim-
ple life, refraining from eating meat or drinking beer. His sym-
bol, now a national emblem of Wales, is the leek. David be-
came a bishop and made several pilgrimages, including one to
Jerusalem, during which he supposedly brought back a stone
now housed in an altar in the cathedral's south transept. He
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died in 589, and the monastery is said to have been filled 900 years, and it is leased to the Pembrokeshire Coast Na-
with angels as Christ received his soul.' His final words weretional Park for administration. The present castle, built almost
'‘Be Joyful. Keep the Faith. Do the little things that you have entirely from local Carboniferous limestone, replaces an earli-
heard and seen me do.' er stone keep. Although originally a Norman stronghold, the

: castle maintains a mixture of architectural styles due to modi-
fications over the centuries. The castle stands on a limestone
bluff overlooking Carew inlet, part of the tidal estuary of Mil-
ford Haven Waterway. The site has been recognised as stra-
tegically valuable since ancient times, with recent excavations
revealing multiple defensive walls of an Iron Age fort.

The Norman castle has its origins in a stone keep built by
Gerald de Windsor around the year 1100. In the middle of

the 12th century an enclosure with stone walls incorporated
the original keep, and a "Great Hall" inside it. The current

In the 12th century, Pope Calixtus Il declared St David's Ca- highwalled structure with a complex of rooms and halls

thedral a place of pilgrimage, establishing a medieval shrine around the circumference was created in about 1270 by
situated close to the High Altar. He proclaimed that two pil- Nicholas de Carew (d.1297), concurrent with (and influenced
grimages to St Davi dds wer eby)dhg oonsiructioral the Edveardianncastles in NoRlo me
three to one to Jerusalem. Though the shrine's destruction Wales. At this time, the outer ward was also walled in. The
during the Reformation caused a decline in pilgrimage, visitode Carews fell on hard times in the peBlack Death period
continued to arrive through periods of religious and political and mortgaged the castle. It fell into the hands of Rhys ap
turmoil. The restored Shrine of St David was unveiled and reThomas, who made his fortune by strategically changing sides
dedicated by The Right Reverend Wyn Evans, Bishop of St and backing Henry VIl just before the battle of Bosworth.
Davidds, during a Chor al E uRetvaaded wsth landsrand @ knigireoedj hd éxtend&dahg cas- n
The group was pleasantly surprised to discover that our guidtle with luxurious apartments with many Tudor features in

ed tour of the cathedral would be led by Bishop Wyn Evans the late 15th century. The castle was abandoned in the late
himself, who decided to give the tour due to his connections 17th century and allowed to decay. Much of the structure

with the North East and archaeology, having started his ca- was looted for building stone and for lime burning. Since 1984
reer as an archaeologist, excavating alongside notable indivi@adw has funded a substantial amount of restoration.

udls like Brian Dobson and Mike Bishop.

Bishop Wyn Evans addressmg the group.

An added attraction at Carew is the Tidal Mill, the only re-
The cathedral, as it stands today, began construction under stored example in Wales. Though its origins are undocument-
Norman Bishop Peter de Leia in 1181. The central tower  ed, evidence suggests a mill existed on the site by 1542. Of-
collapsed twice over the next century. In the 14th century, ten called the "French Mill" due to its use of French burr-
Welsh Bishop Henry Gower oversaw repairs and extensionsstone millstones, its causeway walls and floodgates were re-
in his remodelling programme, which included the nave, the stored by Sir John Carew around 1615. One of the mill

choir, and a major stone screen. This ornately carved Gothicwheels dates to 1801. The mill ceased operation in 1937,
screen, located in the nave, houses his tomb effigy. Several after which the building fell into dereliction.

bishops' croziers from this period and earlier remain dis- -
played in the Cathedral Treasury.

On Sunday morning, the group arrived at the Stackpole Es- *
tate, situated between Stackpole and Bosherston within the
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. The estate encompasse
5 square miles (13 km2) of farmland, lakes, woodland, beac
es, and cliffs, and is owned and maintained by the National
Trust. Stackpole Court mansion was demolished in 1963, §
leaving behind the estate's outbuildings, parkland, and beacti® : S

for public enjoyment. The site is designated Grade | on the ~ENtrance to Roman amphitheatre at Carmarthen

Cadw/ICOMOS Register of Parks and Gardens of Special On Monday, the final full day of exploration, we travelled to
Historic Interest in Wales. The 100 acres (0.40 km?) of lakesCarmarthen, where Robert Lea provided a guided tour of the
now known as the Lily Ponds, were created by damming  town, including the remains of its Roman amphitheatre. Car-
three narrow limestone valleys between 1780 and 1860 by marthen (Welsh: Caerfyrddin, meaning "Merlin's fort" or "Sea
the Cawdor family. Unfortunately, the lakes currently demon-town fort") serves as the county town of Carmarthenshire.
strate the detrimental effects of nitrate ruoff from agricul- It stands on the banks of the River Towy, 8 miles (13 km)
tural land, resulting in massive algae growth on the surface, north of its estuary in Carmarthen Bay. During the 16th to
severely restricting the areas where water lilies can flourish. 18th centuries, it was the most populous borough in Wales,
described by William Camden as the "chief citie of the coun-

After lunch at the Stackpole café, we journeyed to Carew
Castle. The Carew family has owned the castle for more than
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The townds history began wil706. Whéndghe berdssaHinima \etmon ¢1d@5818)arfarrieal R o n
fort around AD 75. Subsequently, likely during the reign of Henry Cecil, 1st Marquess of Exeter, in 1776, he remodelled
Hadrian, Carmarthen became the administrative centre or the interior (other than the great hall), creating larger rooms
civitas capital of the Demetae tribe, known as Moridunum  and enlarging the nortkast pavilion. On the south facade,
Dematarum. It may be the oldest town in Wales, recorded byhaving removed a doorway, he repositioned all the windows
Ptolemy and mentioned in the Antonine Itinerary. In the me- to lie under their firstfloor equivalents, improving the sym-

dieval period, the settlement was known as Llanteulyddog. met ry. The house was added to
The strategic importance of Carmarthen led the Norman portfolio in the 1960s.

William fitz Baldwin to build a castle here, probably around . . . ) .
. . . We achieved our target arrival time of 7:00 pm back in
1094. The current castle site has been occupied since 1105. o . .
gurham within a minute or two, an accomplishment due to

The castle itself was destroyed by Llywelyn the Great in 121 . . :
o e our young yet highly competent coach driver, Oliver. Images
but was rebuilt in 1223 when permission was granted for a © author

town wall and crenellations, making it one of the first medie- .
David Mason

val walled towns in Wales. Journal Editor and past President | AASDN
Following a delightful lunch provided by The Plough Inn at
Rhosmaen, the group travelled a short distance to Dinefwr
Park and Newton House. Dinefwr has a history of occupatiol
spanning at least two millennia. The Romans built a pair of
successive forts here, with one partly overlapping the other.
Traces of Roman roads and tracks exist, some of which may
have been part of the Carmarthéhlandovery Roman road.
Dinefwr Castle, a ruined castle overlooking the River Towy,
was once the chief seat of the Dinefwr dynasty of the King-
dom of Deheubarth, whose most famous member was Hywelixcursion: LV50 Lightship at Blyth

Dda, its first ruler and later king of most of Wales. The castle

passed into English hands around 1300 and underwent extef?" 6th August, a small, select group of Arch & Arch mem-
sive rebuilding towards the end of the 15th century. In 1660, bers enjoyed a fascinating tour of this historic lightship in

Newton House was built nearby, and the castle keepwas B! Yyt hoés South Harbour. I must
modified as a summer house. about these floating lighthouses before our visit.

Newton House, a country house partially owned and main- The history of lighthouses is fascinating. Although there is

tained by the National Trust, lies within Dinefwr Park and theinsufficient room to explore the subject fully here, I will out-
grounds of Dinefwr Castle. The park and gardens are listed € @ few key dates, primarily relating to Nortast light-

on the Cadw/ICOMOS Register of Parks and Gardens of Spgpuses. Themistocles reportedly established a stone column
cial Historic Interest in Wales. The current house was built  With @ fire beacon at the harbour of Piraeus, near Athens, in

on the site of a medieval predecessor by Edward Rice in the the Sth century BC. One of the Seven Wonders of the An-

Jacobean style in 1660, though extensive changes were made! €Nt Worl d, Egypto6s Pharos o

in the 1850s in the Venetian Gothic style. It was sold in 19743round 280 BC. The Romans built several lighthouses, with
and later fell into disrepair; squatters and thieves removed Surviving examples including the Farum Brigantium (now the
beams and furniture. Torre de Hércules) in A Corufia, Spain, and the one at Dover

Castle in Kent. One of the oldest stiiperating medieval

The house and Dinefwr Castle have been restored by the  examples is Hook Lighthouse in Ireland, which dates back to
National Trust and Cadw, respectively. This thysterey, the 12th century.

castellated grey stone structure has four tall corner towers

and sloping slate roofs, with a grand central porch at the In 1566, Elizabeth | granted Trinity House permission to build

front. Two rooms, including a tearoom and an exhibition on lighthouses, with Lowestoft being established in 1609. In
the basement and ground floor, are open to the public, fea- 1669, Charles Il authorised Edward Andrew to construct a

turing displays on the est aRiesadlighthpuses gt sypderdandyand in 1673 che pe(myitgd, ¢
surrounding deer park was landscaped by Capability Brown the establishment o_f a I|ghthogse on Inner Farne Island, which
1775, with woodland of mainly oak and wych elm. Newton featured a beacon fire atop Prior Castell's tower.

House, said to be one of WathefisblighthBuges bn the RivePTyrRe tere builin B540p € C i
noted for the ghost of Walter the Butler, a former employee put the existing Old High and Low Lights at North Shields
whose tobacco smoke purportedly wafts through the air. date to 1727. Arch & Arch visited the Old Low Light a few
Tuesday began with an early start for the return journey. OuY€ars ago. A lighthouse existed at Bamburgh Castle from
principal stop was at Hanbury Hall, built by the wealthy chanl757. Remains of a cottage lighthouse built circa 1776 survive

cery lawyer Thomas Vernon in the early 18th century and ~ ©N Staple or Pinnacle Island, and another from circa 1791
now run by the National Trust. Hanbury Hall is thought to stands on Brownsman Island, Northumberland. The earliest

stand on the site of the previous mansion, Spernall Hall, withighthouse in Blyth was constructed in 1729, with the High
Thomas Vernon first descr i biiRtpeingintigedin’88, s 50f Hanbury Ha
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The first lightship, The Nore, was built in 1732, designed by
Robert Hamblin, and moored on a sandbank in the Thames

estuary. By 1819, nine lightships lined the English coast. Witghtrance to Linkhouse

out engines, these vessels were towed out to sea and
moored in perilous waters where traditional lighthouses
could not be built.

Constructed in 1879 by Fletcher, Son and Fearnall of Union
Dock, London, at a cost of £5,650, LV50 was designed by
Bernard Waymouth. It is one of the oldest surviving floating
timber lightships in the UK and is included in the National
Historic Fleet. Measuring 100 feet long, 21 feet wide, and

weighing just over 205 tons, its wooden hull features Wroughtl.homas Lewin. It later

iron bracing for reinforcement. LV50 also showcased a state
of-the-art revolving oil lantern and a windlass powered by
compressed air to lift the anchor.

Manned by seven crew members around the clock, LV50
needed large tanks for fresh drinking water, refilled monthly,
as crew members stayed on board for one to two months.

Conditions were cramped and work perilous, with crew
members sleeping in hammocks and cooking on a small stove.
Weekly provisions included 8%z Ib of meat, 7 Ib of bread, 2 Ib
of flour, 7 Ib of potatoes, 1 Ib of suet, 2 oz of tea, % |b of
sugar, and ¥ |b of butter. In 1880, Able Seamen earned 55
shillings per month, while Fog Horn Drivers and Lamplighters
received higher pay. The Master earned £80 per year.

LV50 was first moored in 1879 at Seven Stones, a cluster of
rocks between the Isles of Scilly and Land's End. In 1891, it
moved to Shambles, a sandbank seegist of Portland Bill in
Dorset. It then relocated to Outer Gabbard, off East Anglia,
in 1909, and later to Nore sandbank at the mouth of the
Thames, where it sustained damage from a torpedo boat dur-
ing World War One. LV50 ultimately ended up at Galloper
sandbank off Felixstowe, and in 1935, it was stationed at
Warner sandbank off the Isle of Wight. Its final assignment
was at Calshot Spit off Southampton from 1944 until decom-
missioning in 1952, during which it guided part of théBy
invasion fleet out of the Solent.

After over 70 years of service, LV50 was acquired from a
breakers' yard by the Royal Northumberland Yacht Club,
restored, and transformed into their clubhouse at Blyth. The
Friends of LV50 formed in 2014 to research, promote, and
preserve the ship. AASDN is very grateful to the Friends of
LV50 for our wonderful day out.

The information for this arti
tory of LV50, The Blyth Light
The Friends of LV50 in 2022. For more information, please

visit their website atvww.friendsoflv50.0rg.uk

Link House, Blyth

After our visit to the
LV50 lightship, we
reconvened at Blyth
Links. Our President,
Richard Annis, showed
us a listed Grade Il
late 17th or early 18th
-century sandstone
gate pier, which for-
merly stood at the

Farm on Links Road.
The other gate pier
was apparently relo-
cated to Wallington
Hall.

Link House is first
mentioned in 1683 as
being occupied by

belonged to Matthew
Robinson, who left his
estate to Richard Rid-
ley in 1748, and by
1785 it was in the hands of Nicholas Ridley. Richard and
Nicholas Ridley profited from coal while also establishing
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fourteen salt pans, a brick and tile works, quarries, and a  struction) and Link
brewery in Blyth. A new malting building was advertised at House Battery. After the
Link House Brewery in 1744. By 1745, Link House was occuWar, the battery was
pied by a tenant, Robert Jobson. decommissioned and

In 1751, Nicholas Ridley constructed a new Link House, Withhanded qver to Blyth
Corporation.

formal gardens laid out by 1796. However, by 1827, an acade-
my (school) operated from the house. The Ordnance SurveyThe battery was re

map of 1865 depicts Link House and its formal garden, alonggommissioned during the
side the Half Moon Inn to the rear and a home farm (labelledSecond World War. In
Linkhouse Farm by 1896) to the south. A WWI military February 1940, the em-
camp, Linkhouse Camp, appears on the 1920 map, south of placements were re

the farm. The house was demolished in the 1960s, but the excavated from the sand
farm remained until recently. dunes, and two sknch

This information is sourced from two archaeological reports BL Mk. 7 guns were

produced prior to the farm site development. Graeme Youngmstalled. Initially called Seaton Battery, it was renamed Blyth

. Battery in June 1940. The site was initially manned by A Bat-
dG T fi the Bamburgh R hP t .
and erry fwomey rom the samburgh research Frojec tery, 510 Coast Regiment R.A. (TA), and later by the Home

uard by April 1944.

assessed the site and farm buildings in 2009. In 2022, Richar
Annis of Archaeological Services Durham University conduct-
ed detailed building recording of Linkhouse Farm, see report&ey structures include:
online:A, B, C, &D.

§ A pair of gun emplacements facing the sea (replica gun).
A magazine and shell store.
An officersd and men's shelt

w W wWw

A Defence Electric Light director stationfi a two-
storey, sixsided tower with a metasheeted rangefinder
housing on the flat roof and a rotating turret roof.

§ An engine houséi singlestorey, brick with a concrete
roof, housing two dynamos powered by Crossley engines
to energise the Defence Electric Light emplacements (now
public toilets and separately Listed Grade ).

§ A blockhouse five-sided with nine loopholes for rifle-
men and machine guns.

8§ A WW2 Observation Towerfi a two-storey flatroofed
buil ding with a Regi ment al P
post on the ground floor and a Depression Range Finder

artillery battery protected as a Scheduled Monument and als

Listed Grade Il. Construction of the battery commenced in
August 1916 and was completed in February 1918. Its pur-
pose was to prevent enemy landings, engage enemy torpedémages by author. Read moreRlyth Battery Coastal Artil-
boats, and protect the submarine depot ship Titania in Blyth.lery Battery on Blyth LinksandFort on Blyth Links

Blyth Battery

Twin searchlight buildingsii one equipped with a replica
searchlight.

During the First World War, the battery was armed with Jenny Morrison
two six-inch Quick Firing guns and two searchlights manned Honorary Secretary | AASDN
by the Tynemouth Royal Garrison Atrtillery. Officially known The Journey of Cuthbert 995 AD i The Legend

as Blyth Battery, it was also referred to as Coulson Battery <o pun Cow ]

(after the Royal Engineer Captain responsible for its con- Most Durham folk know

_ W 7SN the legend of the Dun
e - Cow: how, in 995, monks
led by Bishop Aldhuin
were wheeling the cart
bearing the coffin of St
Cuthbert back to the then
Cathedral in Chestete- =
Street after™
sojourn in Ripon to avoid a Viking attack. Near what is now
the City of Durham, the cart suddenly refused to budge, and



https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archiveDS/archiveDownload?t=arch-423-1/dissemination/pdf/bamburgh1-60199_1.pdf
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archiveDS/archiveDownload?t=arch-423-1/dissemination/pdf/bamburgh1-60199_1.pdf
https://northumberlandpast.blogspot.com/2015/02/link-house-blyth.html
https://northumberlandpast.blogspot.com/2015/02/link-house-blyth.html
https://blythbattery.org.uk/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1021401?section=official-list-entry
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1021401?section=official-list-entry
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1041334?section=official-list-entry
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only Divine intervention enabled it to mofienot to Chester  Earlier generations may have identified this as the place
leStreet but to 6Dunhol m, 8 awHerceatStonCuwtntkineorwtnd ¢ oc d fhfei mMmotnik
The place became known after a local milkmaid mentioned Gr a d dhe Arxient City of Durh@@83) mentions:
seeing anotherds |l ost cow wandering .t owar d_s qUnhoI m._ Lo
. . 0a beauvutifu mar bl’e cros's wif
and behold! The coffioart could now move and was indeed . .
. apostles which once stood in
taken by the monks to what would become its permanent .
. . of Gillygate, where the two roads to Sherburn and Sunderland
home on the Durham peninsula, where the first Durham Ca- . .
. . di verge. o
thedral was built and later rebuilt.

. . o Another angle to this story is that, in 995, Bishop AldHiuin
Speculation has lingered as to where the Dun Cow incident : . . g
recently married with a family, rather than a mdénkad ac-

actually occurred. Tradition places it at Mountjoy, yet for quired the Dunholm peninsul a

several reasons, | find this unlikely. A cow would hardly stray . . -
. . . ry. Perhaps he knew its location, yet a heavenly vision would
to the peninsula by descending a steep bank, crossing the

. o . . have helped persuade the monks to accept this site for their

river, and climbing up the other side. | believe the Dun Cow .

incident occurred in Gilesgate. Here are my reasons: new Cathedral. Dunholm offered a significantly safer strong-
hold than Chesteile-Street.

The hlstprla.m Symeon of Dl.”ham’ writing in th.e garly 12th The image is fronburham Cathedral Facebook Page

century inLibellus de Exordio atque Procursu istius hoc est Dun-

helmensis Ecclesiecounted the journey from Ripon towards Jean Woodward

ChesterleSt r eet . He mentioned a place called oWr deMespgr|A4SDN

where the coffin on its cart refused to move. This place, he

noted, lay to the east of Durham and was described as bein

in the middle of a plafi fitting Gilesgate, but not Mountjoy.

Whil e the exact | ocation of

0 Wr dd iSaxonAefaysltaoa lookout point.

Interestingly, many years ago, there was a stone structure i
Gilesgate at the 6VDO for med§
Road and Sherburn Road, k n o
appearson 19t ent ury O. S. map-s. (}e
market currently occupies this site.) In 1782, the antiquarian i
John Cade described this stone structure as follows:

0 T h e -plotand nardparts of the watotver which ALt
served for signals to this station are visible and almost entiyglross, Fife: A Scottish Gem

at the entrance to Gilesgate Moor, and exactly correspongifross is a small town nine miles west of the Queensferry

form with those on the RO Bfsing'fd nbwedt 8f thiltRréelgledt BRillges abrésditle: ©

The structure later served as a milking parlour for local milk- Firth of Forth. Located near the vast Grangemouth petro-
maids, causing some annoyance to the Parish of St Giles, chemical plant, the Rosyth naval base, and the remains of
which was responsible for its upkeep. Parish records mentio ¢ 0 t | a n d-fired pdwer stationcabLarigannet, it may
frequent repairs due to damage from cows. Gilesgate Moor Seem an unlikely spot for an ancient site. However, Culross is
was evidently excellent pastutend and may well have been an unusual and beautiful place, representing the most com-
so in the 10th century, making it a plausible site for an en-  Plete example of a 17thand 18thcentury burgh surviving in

counter with a Dun Cow. Scotland.
A Roman watckower here would have been strategically ~ An old story links a monastery founded by St Serf at Culross
located, as the Roman road from BroughonHumber to in the 6th century with the city of Glasgow. According to the

the Chesterle-Street fort likely passed nearby. This road maytale, a princess named Theneva displeased her father, the king
have provided the best conditions for Bishop Aldhuin and theof Lothian, when she became pregnant by her cousin Owain,
monks bearing St Cuthbert dskichd fqfn; NRotmia nRh&haid. wknrea gad
optimal for travel in AngleéSaxon times. This particular road, thrown from the top of Traprain Law, yet she miraculously
d6Cadeds Road, 8 was named af3uwived Fesafift octhedarth in g ¢p@clef she wag carged -
scribed it in the 18th century. After much exploration with 0 the northern shore, where the monks of Culross took her
Robin Walton, | believe its route descended from High Shin- in. Her son, Mungo, was born and raised there before jour-

cliffe, avoided the river, then ascended high ground beyond Neying west as a missionary and establishing a monastery at a
Ol d Durhamés Roman Vill a, cSteotkaswoudlateebeeime Giaggevk Mupgo ispuriedinghe | o
bank, and passed near 0Mai d@thegralandis {peeredas the qitys paironsaint. n g

6fo SS ilisedd in Green Lane, cypolsowrddRsledrly pradfeity tdcBal, &aR, and iroh.iTi¥e® T
at Kepier or near Frankland Farm. most significant figure in the coal trade was Sir George Bruce,
who took over a mine in the area during the 1570s. In 1590,


https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10158777396079182&id=8205214181&set=a.132584729181
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he
under the sea. In a daring feat of engineering, miners con-
structed a shaft below the higiide line. Although a storm

began the Moat Pit, the

destroyed the pit in 1625,

can still be seen on the foreshore. Sir George also built a

grand residence, now known as the Palace, with its oldest
part dating back to 1597.

salt to markets in Eu-
rope returned with
ballast of Dutch pan-
tiles, which have be-
come part of the
town's architectural 4
character. Culross was
welkknown for its iron-"
work and held a mo-
nopoly on manufactur-
ing iron girdles for bak-
ing. These trades de- ¥
clined in the 18th cen- [§
tury, leading to an ebb&8
ing of Cul
perity. While this de- ¥
cline negatively impact§
ed the t owiionsg
ants, it proved fortunate for us, as many early buildings were
left largely unaltered. The newly founded National Trust for
Scotl and purchased Bruceds P
cared for it ever since.

T u v

In a town filled with attractive buildings, the Palace, with its
beautiful yellow ochre walls, stands out as the finest. Inside,
timber ceilings are adorned with paintings and geometric pat-
terns. Nearby, the Town House, built for the town council in
the 1620s, contains a former loalp for debtors and an attic
room used to imprison women accused of witchcraft. The
combination of stunning buildings, exquisite gardens, wide
views, and a fascinating churchyard makes Culross an ideal
place to spend a weekend.

Images by author. Captions 1) The Palace at Culross, 2) Gar-
dens and Sir George Bruceds
Geor geds P a-asheehousdih TaAhoyse Brake
has a Greek inscription above a former door, 5) The Palace,
with the tower of the Town House, the old harbour and the
Firth of Forth beyond, & 6) The Study, c. 1610.

Richard Annis
President | AASDN

Ballast Hills Burial Ground Project Update

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all members who com-
pleted theBurial Space Survast month. Your contributions
enabled us to gather 301 responses, providing valuable in-
sights into community perspectives.

I n case you missed our previ
view: The Ballast Hills Burial Ground (BHBG) project, led by
Newecastle University (NU) and funded by the Arts and Hu-
mani ties Research Counci 6s
L)%aure ltageost%dy fn bom%ﬁmty%r?ggglemem 'h@rlf‘age tpr@sere
vation, and innovative research methods. BHBG is one of
Newcastlebds ol dest nonconfor
dinfid18 inébser ahd docuefit itsShidtBrital dhdcurtirki© M ©
significance, which has been largely overlooked in recent
years. By bringing together expertise from archaeology, histo-
ry, heritage studies, and education, the BHBG project creates

As in other places along the Forth (and the Tyne), salt was rich learning opportunities for everyone, demonstrating the
produced using coal to boil seawater. Ships carrying coal an@ower of interdisciplinary collaboration.
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